Rapture Before the Great Tribulation

he Great Tribulation will be a period of seven years immediately before

the second Advent of Christ (Matt.24:29-30); it is the “Day of the Lord”
and the “time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer.30:7). The Tribulation is the 70th “week”
of Israel’s history before Israel is blessed in the Kingdom (Dan.9:27). Itis
therefore for Israel and NOT for the Church.

In 1 Thessalonians chapter 4, Paul described the Rapture of the Church -
those “in Christ”. Only the Church is “in Christ” i.e. in the body of Christ,
for by “one Spirit are WE (Christians) all baptized into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gentiles” (1Cor.12:13). At the Rapture

The Tribulation is Israel’s time when 144,000 Jewish men (Rev.7:1-8) will
preach the Gospel of the kingdom “in all the world for a witness and then

shall the end come” (Matt.24:14). Jewish Temple worship will recommence

at Jerusalem and when “one shall be taken and the other left” it will be a sign
to Israel that the end of the age has come. Jesus told Jewish disciples that
He would “return from the wedding” (Luke 12:36). The Bride is therefore at
the wedding in heaven BEFORE the 2nd Advent - the marriage supper is on
earth (Rev.19:7-9; Luke 12:37).
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The First Resurrection or the Resurrection of Life

here is a common view throughout much of Christendom that there

will be a General Resurrection at the end of the age when Christ returns
and that all men, saved and unsaved, will be judged at that time. Such a
view immediately rules out any possibility of an earthly kingdom for 1,000
years. It also rules out any future for Israel in the prophetic Scriptures and
is known as Amillennialism, Replacement Theology, or Reformed Theology.

Jesus plainly stated that there is a separate resurrection for saved and
unsaved souls. In John 5:28-29 we read:
“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto
the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation.”

When Jesus rose from the dead the Old Testament saints from
Adam to Christ, were also raised. Matthew wrote:
“And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top
to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; And the
graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,
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When Christ returns at the end of the Tribulation, the Tribulation saints
who were martyred will be raised to reign with Christ 1,000 years (Rev.20:4).

At the end of the 1,000 years of Christ’s kingdom on earth the “rest of the dead”
(Rev.20:5), the Millennial saints, will be raised in resurrection power before
the earth is renovated by fire and there is a new heaven and new earth.

The souls of the unsaved await the resurrection to damnation at the Great White
Throne judgment at the end of time; they are cast into the lake of fire (Rev.20:14).

When Christ returns, Antichrist and all who follow him, will receive
resurrection bodies before being cast into the lake of fire (Rev.19:20; Dan.12:2;
Matt.25:41). Only unsaved resurrected persons go to the “lake of fire”.
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Nobody could rise from the dead before Christ rose because

He was the “firstfruits of them that slept” (1Cor.15:20,23). The
Old Testament saints came out of their graves “after His
resurrection” and Jesus took Paradise into heaven. Today, the
souls of believers go to Christ in heaven at the moment of death
(Phil.1:23).

At the Rapture, the deceased Church age saints (those “in
Christ”) will be raised first, and the living saints are “changed”
and receive a resurrection body (1Thess.4:13-18; 1Cor.15:51-56).
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Understanding the Book of the Revelation
“Write the things which thou HAST SEEN, and the things which ARE, and the things which shall be HEREAFTER” (Rev.1:19).

The Book of the Revelation concludes Divine revelation and brings
together in chronological order, prophecies scattered throughout the
Old and New Testaments. John was exiled on the Isle of Patmos in the
Aegean Sea and wrote the Apocalypse (Revelation) about AD96 at the end
of the reign of Domitian (according to Irenaeus who lived in the second
century). John wrote his Epistles and Gospel about the same time.

There are three divisions in the Book of Revelation:
1) The things John SAW on Patmos (ch.1);

The second coming of Christ is followed by the marriage supper of the Lamb as
described in Revelation 19:7-9. Antichrist is judged at the coming of the Lord.

The 1,000-year millennial kingdom of Christ is seen in chapter 20
concluding with the resurrection to damnation of the lost.

Revelation concludes with the eternal state in the new heavens and new earth in
chs. 21 and 22. The Church will occupy the New Jerusalem, Israel will be located
around the New Jerusalem, and the saved Gentiles will occupy the new Earth.

2) The things which ARE i.e. the things existing in
this present Church age as described in the letters
to the seven churches of Asia (chs. 2 and 3);

3) The things which shall be HEREAFTER this
present Church age as described in chapters 4
through 22.

Having seen the vision of Christ, John was
given messages to write to seven churches in
Asia. These messages were appropriate to each
of the Churches existing in John’s day and also
prophetic of seven stages of Christendom from
Pentecost to the Rapture of the Church.
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John foresaw his own future Rapture into heaven
which he described in chs. 4 and 5.

The Great Tribulation is described in chapters 6
to 18: the first half of the 7 years is in chapters
6 to 9; the events occurring at the mid-point
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“Blessed is he that readeth,
and they that hear the words
of this prophecy, and
keep those things
which are written therein: for the
time is at hand” (Rev.1:3).
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